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Child Welfare Policy Manual

Questions & Answers

3.1  INDEPENDENT LIVING, Certifications and Requirements

1. Question: Will States need to make any specific changes in their legislation and
policy to comply with the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP)?
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2. Question: Who is considered the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the State for
purposes of signing the certifications?

Answer: Section 477 (b)(3) of the Social Security Act requires the CEO of the State to certify
that the State will adhere to various provisions of the program. The highest ranking official is
considered the Chief Executive Officer, that is, the governor of each State and Territory and
the mayor of the District of Columbia. If the governor has the legal authority under state law
to delegate the responsibility to someone else and makes such a legal delegation, that
person may sign the certifications for the governor.
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